THOMAS MERTON

(1915-1968)

Chang mé céi dao hoa hay éng thay tu noi
logn

Lé Thién

Nhan chuyén Téng du Hoa Ky tir 22/9 dén
27/9/2015, DPTC Phanxico da doc mot bai dién
van lich sir trusc Qudc Hoi ludng vien M.
Trong bai dién vin, BTC vinh danh bon nguoi
My gém Tong téng Abraham Lincoln, Muc suw
Tin Lanh Martin Luther King cung hai nhan vat
Cong Gido — nha hoat dong x& hoi Dorothy Day
va tu si Thomas Merton.

Néu khong c6 1oi goi nhic cua DTC
Phanxicd, c6 I& chang bao nhiéu nguoi Cong
Gido, dic biét Cong Gido Viét Nam, biét dén
Thomas Merton. O day chi nhan manh mét
Thomas Merton sam hdi, chir khong di sau vao
céac khia canh khéc trong cudc doi cua vi tu si
nay.

Ké lang man tim téi con dwong tu than.

Thomas Merton sinh nam 1915, lia do1 nam
1968, gbc nguoi Phap, sinh ra va 1on 18n tai New
York, Hoa Ky, 1a tu si Trappist, mot tu hoi thuéc
phéi cac tu si Xit6 nhat nhiém, Dong Thanh
Bénédicto.

Thomas Merton dugc xem la mot trong cac
nha vian Cong Gido ndi tiéng ciia thé ky 20. Ngai
la tac gia ciia 60 tac pham, trong d6 co quyén
“Ngon NGi Bdy Tang — Seven Storey
Mountain”, truyén vé cudc hoan cai cua chinh
t4c gia, mot nhan vat gay nhiéu tranh cai trong
cac gioi Cong Gido. Nguoi ta noi Thomas

Merton la mét con ngudi mang nhiéu bo mit cua
cudc sdng: mot thoi 1a ké dao hoa, 161 cudn khéng
it phu ni, roi 1a doan vién Poan Thanh Nién
Cong san, nha dau tranh cho hoa binh, thién
nguyén vién cong tac xa hoi, Giao su Anh ngi
Pai Hoc Thanh Bonaventura, tu si Cong Gido,
Thién su Phét Gido.... Ca con nguoi 1an viéc lam
va CcAc tac pham cua Merton tao thanh mét nhdm
phtc hgp kho giai hoa.

Qua cubén “Ngen NUi Bdy Tang - The
Seven Storey Mountain,” Merton tu mo ta minh
thuoc mau nguoi tré hoang dai va budng tha, dam
chim trong cac cudc truy hoan va nhau nhet, 16i
cudn phu nit, tham chi ¢ con ngoai hon thd va
roi dong vai “S¢ Khanh” bé nang hiu quanh, cai
gié trén may, may cang bao pha! Merton thu
nhan: “Téi da timg tw bien minh thanh nd 1é cho
nhaing thi vui x4c thit kho c6 thé tha thr. ”

Ngay kia, vao Thang 12/1941, di tim y nghia
cho cudc séng cua chinh minh, Merton bét tau
lra tr New York di t6i Dong Trappist &
Gethsemani, Kentucky. Tai day, Thomas Merton
tw minh tim vao dao Cong Gido va hién minh vao
nha tu kin, phung sy Thién Chua va Giao Hoi
Céng Giéo.

Khong chiu an than trong bén bic mwong tu
vién.

Vé sau, Merton duocC quan ching trén dat
nudc Hoa Ky nong nhiét dén chao nhu 13 luong
tdm cua thoi dai vi sy nghiép ¢6 v hoa binh cho
thé giéi. “Ngai magnh mé ung hg va tich cuc hd
tro' cde phong trao ddu tranh cho nhan quyén, ”
nhung phong trao ma Thomas Merton cho la

“mau guwong hanh déng vi dai nhdt mang dirc tin
Cong Giao vao lich sir xa hgi Hoa Ky. Ngai ciing
1& mét mau ngueoi ciia déi thoai, con nguoi Co vO
hoa binh giza cac dan tgc va cdc ton gido,” nhu
chinh PTC Phanxicd xac quyét trong bai Dién
vin ctia ngai trudc Quédc Hoi Ludng vién Hoa Ky
ngay 24/9/2015.

Mgt cudc ra di vji Va.

Va0 nhimg nim cudi ciia cusc song, Merton
cdng hién thoi gio vao viéc nghién ciu cac ton
giao Pong phuong, dic biét & mon Thién Phat
Gido. Ngai chu du nuéc An Do, gap g va doi




thoai v6i Buc Dalai Lama, nghién ctru c6 diém di
dong gita Phat Gido va Kitd Gido dé tim toi
diém dung hoa. Theo mét chuyén gia vé Merton,
butrc Pala Lama ca tung Thomas Merton 1a ngudi
théng hiéu sau sac vé Phat Gido hon bat ky nguoi
Kitd hiru ndo ma nha 1anh dao Phat Tay Tang biét
t6i hay gap gd, tiép xdc.

Thomas Merton gy nén trao luu tranh cai
gita nhiing nguoi Cong Gido noi riéng va Kitd
Gi4o noi chung vé cac quan diém xa hoi caa ngai.
Ho cho ring ngai 13 mot thay tu Dong kin ma lai
di phat dong phong trao hoat dong xa hoi 6n o,
ta khuynh. C6 nguoi bao: “Merton thach thuc ca
phe ta ldn phe hifu”

Merton qua doi dot ngét nam 1968 tai
Bangkok, thu d6 nudc Thai Lan do bi dién giat vi
cham day dién. buc Thanh Cha Phanxicd goi
ngai la “vi thuc gid da mo ra chan troi mai cho
cac linh hén ciing nhue cho chinh Gido Hpi.”

Vé su ra di cua Thomas Merton, ching hay
nghe 16i trinh thuat caa Cha James Martin, Dong
Tén, trén to bao Céng Gido America Magazine,
nhu sau day:

Nam 1968, Thomas Merton, mot tu si Dong
Kho tu Trappist va c6 1& 1a nha tri thirc Cong
Gi4o My dugc nhiéu nguoi biét dén, da 1am nan.
Nhan mét chuyén vién du trén dat Théi Lan, tai
noi tro & Bangkok, ngai vira budc chan ra khoi
phong tam thi truot chan trén san nha do quat
dién tran nha roi xudng khién ngai bi cham dién
va chét sau do.

Cha Martin nhic lai: “Nam 1968, duoc vi
tan tu vién truong cia Dong ban phép, Cha
Thomas Merton roi Nha Dong, di Bangkok, Thai
Lan, dé tham du mot dai hoi lién ton ¢ do.
Chuyén 4y ai ngo la chuyén di dinh ménh cua
mét thanh nhan sau khi ngai két thic tt dep dai
hoi lién ton day ¥ nghia.

Chuéi dai nghich ly.

Cha James Martin lai nhan dinh: “Merton
doi di¢n toan la nhitng chuyén nghich 1y, vi u s7
ndi vé minh, glong nhw ngén sir Jonah trong con
ca mdp, nhuw song trong ‘cdi bung cua nhing

nghich Iy.” Mot con nguoi khiém ton nhing lai
dwot danh tieng. M¢t linh muc Cong Gido nhung

lgi say mé Thién Pht Gido. Mgt nha chiém ni¢m
c6 don nhung lai gan gili véi nhiéu tang 16p xa
héi. Mét Vi dn tu nhing lai phdi chét xa nha.”

Cha James Martin két luan: “Nhue vdy,
nhing nghich ly trg thanh di san cia Merton.”
Cho nén ching ta khong ngac nhién vi sao moi
thanh phan x& hoi, tir nhimg nguoi ¢ nhing
niém tin khac nhau cho dén nhitng ké hoai nghi,
nhimg ngudi thudc phai vo than déu nhin Merton
véi nhiéu thién cam, nhung Merton lai bi chinh
mot s6 nguoi dong dao tir chdi chap nhan,

Ngudi ta coi vi tu sT dang lac 16i. Vi 1a mot
tu si phai séng doi chiém niém, Thomas Merton
lai di lang thang khip Phuong Pong dé tim kiém
mot thr linh dao Pong phuong, khong phu hop
véi tinh than Kitd gido. Tham chi, 10 nim vé
trudc, khi ma quyén Gido Ly toan qudc chinh
thirc dau tién cua Gido Hoi Cong Giao Hoa Ky
danh cho nguoi 16n tudi dugc phéat hanh thi
truyén vé guong hoan cai cia Thomas Merton
trén céc séch Giao 1y CG trude do nay déu bi xda
sach. Thanh phan bao thi trong Gido Hoi tai Hoa
Ky da cho Thomas Merton 1a ké lac 16i?

"The beginning of love is to
let those we love be
perfectly themselves, and
not to twist them to fit our
own image. Otherwise we
love only the reflection of
ourselves we find in them.”

Thomas Merton

Loi Két.

Viéc BDTC Phanxicd vinh danh tu si Thomas
Merton ngay tai Toa nha Québc Hoi Hoa Ky, co
quan Chinh tri day quyén lyc cua Quoc gia ding
dau thé gioi nay at ham stc nhiéu y nghia dac
biét, ca vé mat ton gido, vé mat xa hoi 1an vé mat
chinh tri. Va trong mét cach thic nao do, BTC
Phanxicd giai oan cho mét thay tu: Linh muc fu si
Thomas Merton. Va ching ta ciing hiéu dugc vi
sao buc Thanh Cha Phanxicé ca nggi Thomas
Merton 1a “vi thirc gia da mo ra chan troi méi
cho cac linh hon ciing nhur cho chinh Gido Hgi”
nhu da trinh bay trén.




